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Agricultural in Flanders: main facts

600.000 - 750.000 ha agricultural land (36% owend by
farmers) or 46% of the total surface area in Flanders
2,3% of the overall working population is employed in 
agricultural sector. 
1,5% of region’s gross domestic product 
Intensive agricultural and horticultural system with high 
level of production
Family farms
Growing specialisation
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Intensive agricultural and horticultural
system with high level of production
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Significant Belgium agricultural trade:

Trade in agricultural products contains 10,5 % of total
Belgian import and 11,6% of total Belgian export
Estimation: ¾ food products and 80% of Flanders
Still increasing: 2015 41,9 export and 35,9 import 
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Most important (Belgian) export 
products
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Structural characteristics
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Share of farm managers aged less than 35 years
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Average utilised agricultural area per holding
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Main problems of agricultural farms?

Income
Environmental impact
Scare farmland
…
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Agricultural sentiment index
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Evolution Belgian agricultural income
compared to wages compared to wages in 
other sectors of the economy (2010 = 100 !)
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Evolution of Belgian agricultural input and 
output prices
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Evolution of Belgian consumer price indices
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poor
farmers fair paid employees and 

businesses



Illustration by Flemisch farmers union: 
of the cost of a meal
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Agricultural activities result in 
environmental pressure through:

emissions of acidifying and eutrophying
substances (e.g. ammonia, nitrogen and 
phosphates),
use of pesticides,
emissions of other substances into the air and 
water (e.g. greenhouse gases, particulate matter),
use of scarce space,
use of water and energy,
intensive use of soils
…

VLAAMSE LANDMAATSCHAPPIJ 12/10/2016 │25



VLAAMSE LANDMAATSCHAPPIJ 12/10/2016 │26



Use of scare space

Enormous competition for the scare space:
between different users of space: agriculture, 

industry, nature, water, residential (house and 
garden) , road infrastructure, horsification,…
and within the agricultural sector 

Price of agricultural land increasing fast: now 3 - 8 
euro /m²
Preserve farmland for farmers… in progress… 

Tenant farmers law
Spacial planning
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Amount of stone clusters
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Many problems! Many solutions!?

Sustainability and innovation!? 
Themes and concepts:
• Green care (social farming/farming for health) 
• Rural and agri-tourism
• Farm and countryside education
• Short food suply chains :regional products, farmers markets, 

alternative food networks, CSA
• Home processing
• Evironmental services: nature and landscape management, 

biodiversity schemes, water management
• Organic farming
• Energy farming

• Agro-ecology
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